25X1 


son ge 
Pi Soe 


No. 39 


Approved For yk SOTPp 


Approved For Refey 2 SF OURTPS aan 72R000400200024-1 
ONFIDENTIAL 


JOINT INTELLIGENCE INDICATIONS COM ITTES 


Report of Indications Soviet-Comunist Intentions 


Regument Ho, -——-—-------fennnn 
“ig Change In Class. [1] 

[7] Declassified 

Glass. Changed to: TS $ (9 (Y 
Mext Review Date: ------------+-- a 
Auth: HR 70-3 

Date? -7 FEB-1979---- 


Frons 7 December 1950 

To 8 13 December 1950 
Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2 
Department of the Army 
Washington 25, DoGe 

14 December 1950 


JCS Declassification/Release 
Instructions on File 


tional warning. Military and political indications are that the 
Commnists intend to insist upon 4 solution of problens of contro= 
versy strictly along lines which further Communist world obj ectives. 
There are no indications that the Soviete and their Communist allies 
jn pursuing their major objectives intend to avoid future actions 
which might precipltate global hostilities. 


bo Available intelligence indicates that the Commnist objective in 
Korwa ig to drive out the U.N. forces, There are indications that 
the Chinese Commnists would accept a political settlenent only in 
return for mejor concessions ineluding the withdrawal of UoNo 
forcea in Korea, termination of the current US. policy of pro= 
tecting Formosa, and UelNo recognition of the Chinese Communist 


Government as the representative of China in the U.No 


e, ‘There are indications of continuing Chinese Communist preparations 
for war, of inoreased Chinese Communist support to the Viet Minh and 
of probable inereased support to other Communist moveanents in South= 
gast Asin. 


d, Soviet propaganda suggests that the U.Se5eR. is laying the ground= 
ork for sone demand involving the status of Japan and there are 
‘unsubstantiated reports of Soviet preparations to attack Japan with 
-Japanese PW'ao 


9, Continuing Conmunist denands for a Geenan settlement and other 
propaganda against the West may indiegte only increased political 
pressure but may algo indicate Soviet intentions to secure their 
ends by force if necessaryo There are no indications ef the probe 
ability of imminent Soviet or Satellite military action in Europa, 
but there are indications of Soviet military activity and continu= 
ing evidence of snereased Satellite military preparations 
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KOREA .=-In addition to the continued presences of an estimated 277,000 
Chinese Communist treops in Kerea, there are indications of the 
southward movement of reconatituted North Korean units which my 
Spearhead enemy action south of the 38th parallel. There are 
continuing indications of a buildup of the Communist air potential 
in China and Manchuria and there is a possibility of a major Com~ 
munist alr effort at any time, The Chinese Communists apparently 
remain adamant in their desands and political and military indica 
iZons are that the Communists intend to drive the U.N. forces 
fron Korda, 


CHINA .-~-There are comtinuing indications of major Chinese Communist 
military preparations, and several recent reports have stated that 
the Chinese Communists are convinced of the inevitability of world 
‘war and are preparing for further action to weaken the Western 
military position in Asia. 


JAPAN.--Soviet oropaganda continues to stress that the U.S. ls utile 
izing Japan as a base of aggression, ‘There have been several 
regent unconfirmed reports that Japanese PW units have bean formed 
by the U.S.5.R. in preparation for an attack on Japen from Sakhalin, 
Koren, or possioly from the Soviet mainland. 


INDO-CHINA.--Viet Minn preparations for an attack on Hanoi are 
ineveasing. There are reliable reports af increased Chinese 
Communist aid from Hainan and Sauth China, and unconfirmed 
reports eof the movement of Chinese Communist forces closer to 
the Indo-China border indicate a contirming possibility of direct 
intervention, 


BURMA=THATLAND.--Thora ara some indications of increased Chinese 
Coumnmist ald to the Burmese Communists and reporta of possible 
Communist guerrilla landings in Thailand. 


GERMANY.-~-Soviet rehabilitation of a barracks area south of Berlin 
which is capable of housing 35,000 to 40,000 troops may indicate 
* planned Soviet reinforcement of Germany, the move of the 
Seviet commend headquarters or the establishmant of an additional 
or alternate comand headquarters, Heavy Communist propaganda 
demands for the unification of Germany and for the prevention of 
Vest German rearmanent present a parallel to the type of propa~ 
ganda which preceded military action in Korea, 


AUSTRIA.--It is reported that Soviet troops may conduct winter 
exepclaes during Januaryo 
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ho EASTERN EUROPE «There are reports of inereased Czech military 
strength on the western border of that country, and of the calle 
ups of some Geech reservists, ‘the Polish amy hag been receLving 
additional Soviet equipment for the past several weeks, There 

4s some additional evidence of the continuing buildup of the 
Hungarian and Bulgarian armies o Fast Geruan trawlers have been 
recomoitering in Swedish waterde Greek Communist propaganda 
gharging the U.S. with aggressive designs in the Balkans has 
again been intensified. 


Communist propaganda line may 6 8 gto a jus cation of 
the neoeasity ef direct seviet offensive action because of the 
alleged imminence of imperialist attack. 


COM.UNIST CAPABILITIES .~-The Chinese and North Korean Comiunists 


yetain thelr eapabLlities for major of.ensive greund and air action 
in Korea, Viet Minh capa bilities continue to increase with Chinese 
Communist assistance. There are indications of preparations for am 
4nerease in Soviet ground strength in Germany and the European 
Satellite military potential continues to increasée 
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REPORT CF INDICATIONS OF SOVIET~COMHUNIST INTENTIONS 


Proceedings of the Joint Intelligence Indications Committee 
13 December 1950 


Le Indications of Intentions in the Far Easte 


a. Communist military action in Korea, the continuing 
intransigent attitude of the Chinese Communists and evidence that the 
Chinese Communiste are continuing their offensive and defensive prepay 
rations all indicate that the Communists are not preparing for any reason- 
able settlement on Korea but sntend to continue their aggressive policy 
in the Far Haste 


{1) Chinese Communist military strength in Korea is 
presently astimated to be approximately 277,000, 
with additional combat forces 4n excess of 300,000 
in Manchuria, not including Military District troops. 
the 20th, 38th, 39th, 40th, 42a, 50th, and 66th Chinese 
Communist Armies and two unnumbered cavalry divisions 
ara in Korea and elements of three other Chinese 
Communist Armies are tentatively accepted in Koreac 
The 4ist, 43d, 44th, 46th, 55th, 56th, 57th, and 23d 
Chinese Communist Armes with an artillery division and 
a cavalry division are ‘Located in Manchuria and elemsnts 
of eight other Chinese Communist Armies are also in 
Manchuria o 


(2) There were strong indications during the week that re- 
constituted North Korean forces will be committed in 
much greater strength in future operations. fhe strength 
of North Korean forces is presently estimated at 155,000 
4neluding 65,000 in identified units, approximately ‘70 3000 
in newly organized or raconstituted units, and 20,000 strag- 
glers and rennants. There are indications of considerable 
improversnt and reorganization of the by-passed North 
Korean forces on the right flank of the U.S. 8th Arny 
generally north of the 38th parallel and reports of the - 
southward movement of other raconstituted North Korean 
units in the central. and eastern corridors with the prob- 
able immediate objective of attacking Seoul. ‘The reap~ 


Korean forces, but there are no firm indications that the 
Chinese Communists will not also cross the parallel. Re- 
ports continue to 4ndicate a considerable movement south 
ward from the Hanchurian border, but whether this repre- 
gents only a continuing supply movement or a further 
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reinforcement of Chinese Communist troops in Korea 
cannot be determined. An overextension of supply 
lines, lack of mobility and necessity to regroup their 
forces could account for the recent lack of aggressive 
Chinese Communist action. 


(3) Although major enemy air action in Korea failed to 
develop during the week, there were continuing indica~ 
tions of a build-up of the Communist air potential in 


Manchuria and China. Recent estimates of both the Far 
kast Command indicate that — 25X1C 
there are about GOO alrera vatlable ta ; 


the Communists, including fighters, ground attack planes, 


= ne bombers and transports. Unconfirmed reports 
25X1C further state that 
twelve airfields in Uanenu a been turned over to 


the Soviets for their exclusive use, that one ia equipped 
with large underground hangars for fighter aircraft, and 
that there ie a Soviet air division with 250 aircraft in 
Hanchurie. Operational reports of the past week indicate 
that enemy air forces over North Korea are again engaging 
in more frequent attacks and are showing increasingly 
aygressive tactics. There are also reports of consider 
able ground activity at the Pyongyang airfields. Indi= 
cations continue to point to the possibility of an early 
and substantial air effort on the part of the Chinese 
Communists against UN. forcas in Korea. Farther infor 
mation on the Soviet Ile-l0 attack bombers, reported last 
week to have arrived in Manchuria, now indicates that 
some of these planes have moved southward to Suchow in 
East-Central China- 


(4) Despite the fact that the Chinese Communtats apparently 

have been encouraging tha Indian Delegation at the U.N. 

t5 believa that they intend to stop their offensive in 
Korea at the 38th parallel, Chinese Communist propaganda 
continues to indicate that their 4ntention is to drive 
the UeNo forces from Korea. The repeated Chinese 
Commmist damands for the withdrawal of Uslo forces from 
Korea, the withdrawal of UeSo “acpressiva" forces fron 
Formosa and the admission of Communist China to the U-Ne 
atrongly indicate that the Chinese Communists do not in= 
tend to reach a peaceful, settlement on Korea except in 
return for major concessions on these points. 


b. Within the past several weeks there have been a number of 
reports of undetermined reliability with ragard to over~all Chinese 
Communist strategy in the Far Last and the nature of Soviet-Chinese agree~ 
mants for the prosecution of ware fnese reports, which have usually pur- 
ported to emanate trom high-level policy discussions, have generally stated 
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sither that the Soviete have convinced the Chinese Communists that the 

UeS.e Will be incapable of waging war against China for the next few 

months at Least and that they will therefore secure most of their demands , 
or thet the Chinese Communists consider a third world war to be inevitable 
and are preparing now for a eampaign of further acgression in the Far East 
to secure Southeast Asia and Japan before global hostilities commence. One 
recent report states that at a Chinese Communist policy meeting in Canton 
in early November it was declared that: (1) ‘he Chinese Communist 
Governmmant considers a world war inevitable; (2) the Chinese must prepare 
for winter warfare because the Soviets prefer winter fighting; (3) threats 
to the Pacific area mat be eliminated and Japan must be defeated before 1% 
ean rearm; (4) allied Communist troopa in Indo-China, Burma and the 
Philippines must be mobilized and aided by the Chinese Communists; (5) the 
Chinese Communists must prepare for an attack on the mainland from Formosa; 
(6) a Sino-Soviet command system 4s to be established; and (7) the Chinese 
Communists? objectives in Korea are to drive the U.N. forces out of Asia so 
that the Chinese Communists and th $ ts may obtain permanent military 
bases in Korea. A separate report states that the 
Fast German Ambassador in Peiping was informe Communist Foreign 
Minister Chou En-lai on 5 December that a third world war is inevitable 
and that Communist China has therefore made herself ready for this eventu~ 
ality. There ara continuing reports of Chinese air defense measures y 
evacuations from coastal cities, formation of local militia forces, the 
jnatitution of conscription on a broad basis, continuing rapid expansion 
of air facilities, and other measures indicative of substantial war prepe- 
rations. 


co In addition to indications of Communist strategy to prevent 
Japanese rearmansnt, there have been several recent reports that Japanese 
PWta ave being organized by the Soviet Union for an attack on Japan. Reports 
received within the past week have stated that: (1) some 100,000 uniformed 
Japanese were moved into the Vladivostok area petreen 3 = 7 November; (2) 
Fuminaro Konoye, son of the late Japanese Premier, 4s in Sakhalin with 
patween 100,000 and 200,000 Japanese Pii's ready to invade Hokkaido; (3) 
55,000 Japanese PW's organized into regular arny units are in Manchuria and 
anelude some paratroopers; and (4) the U.S.5.Re intends to use Japanese 
troops trained in the UsSeSoR. to cross the Tsushima Strait (between Korea 


and Japan) to liberate Japan. It is emphasized that all of these reports 


are of low reliability and that none is confirmed by other reliable evidence 
but their recurring nature compels their consideration as possible indica~ 
tions. The whereabouts and activities of some 370,000 Japanese PW's un= 
accounted for by the U.S Slo are not known, and the possibility that soma 
of them have been organized into military units cannot be discounted. With 
regard to the possible use of Sakhalin as an invasion base, it ie possibly 
significant that the southern tip of Sakhalin 1s reportedly & restricted 
military area and that La Perouse Strait between Sakhalin and Hokkaido is 
the narrowest crossing point between Soviet tarritory and Japan, except 


- for the southernmost of the Kuriles. ‘The previously reported Soviet propa~ 


ganda charges that the U.S. is using Japan asp a base of aggression in the 
Far East and that Japan has been drawn into the Korean war continue, and 
jt would appear that the UY Selle 18 laying the groundwork for some demand 
involving the status of Japan. 
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e@. in Indo-China, Viet Minh operations and movemants Indicate 
continuing preparations for the launching of attacks against the French 
defense zone in Tonkin. In particular, Viet Minh soncentrations north- 
east of Hanoi point to a probable early attempt to cut the Hanoi-Haiphong 
line of communication, an operation which might accompany, or be a prelude 
to, an attack on Hanoi itself. Indications of Chinese Communist prepars~ 
tions for an imminent intervention in Indo-China remain nebulous. There 
are, however, some additional unconfirmed reports of a recent shift of 
Chinese Communist regular a forces towards the Indo-China border 


here continue to numerous reports of an accelera 
of work on South China airfields (including Canton and Hainan), on roads 
in South China and in Tonkin and on the railroad from Nanning to the south- 
westo shipments of materiel from Hainan Island to 


the Viet Minh are se the airdrop of supplies and possib of 


rsonnel to Viet Minh forces_in Laos has been reliably reported. 


f. Reports of negotiations between the Burmese Communist Party 
and the Chinese Communists are again being received and it is possible 
thet some sort of agreement for the extension of material aid to the 
Burmese Communist forces from China has bean reached. In addition, some 
Burmese Communist forces have moved out of their customary areas of opera~ 
tion, reportedly to areas loser to the China border. 


go In Thailand, officiale are taking extraordinary security 
measures in view of repeated rumors that Communist guerrillas would land 
on the lower Thai peninsula to create a diversionary threat in conjunction 
with a coup in Bangkok to overthrow the present anti-Communist regime. 


ho From the foregoing,» 44 is concluded that: 


(1) Present military and political indications are that the 
Communist objective is to drive the U.N. forces from 
Korea and that the Chinese Communists would accept a 
political settlement only in return for major conces< 
sions including a withdrawal of U-li. forces from Korea; 
termination of the current U.S. policy of protecting 
Formosa, and Chinese Communist entry into the U.No 
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(2) Persistent reports that the Chinese Communists 
consider a third world war to be inavitable and are 
preparing for it are supported by mmerous indications 
of extensive Chinese Communist military preparations. 


(3) Soviet propaganda suggests that the U.S.SRe is laying 
the groundwork for some demand involving the status of 
Japan, and there are unconfirmed reports of Soviet prepa~ 
to attack Japan with Japanese P's. 


(4) There are continuing indications of increased Chinese 
Conmunist support of the Viet Minh and a possibility of 
diract Chinese Commoist intervention at any tima. 


(5) There are fragmentary indications of increased Chinese 
Communist aid to the Burmese Communists and of possible 
Communist guerrilla action in Thailand. 


Ro Indications of intentions in kurope and the Near hast. 


a. in Germany, repair work has reportedly been under way on a 
nuuber of barracks in the vicinity of Zossen/Wunsdorf (15 miles south of 
Berlin) since August and tha work is now almost complete. The area is 
estimated to have a capacity of 35,000 to 40,000 troops and the anparently 
rather elaborate rehabilitation work includes construction of a 1,000-seat 
theater. Su: ervision of the work by officers from the Headquarters of the 
Soviet Occupation Forces in Potsdam and the scope of the undertaking indi-~ 
cate provable Soviet use of the facilities, contrary to some earlier sug- 
cestions that the East German Alert Police might move into the area. There 
are known to be large underground facilities in the area (which was a 
former Gorman Army installation) and which would offer excellent protection 
from air attacks. At present, there are no firm indications of the use the 
Soviets intend to make of these facilities but the following are possibili~ 
ties: -(1) a Soviet reinforcement of Germany; (2) a move of the Headquarters 
Scviet Occupation Forces into the aree which might be a better tactical loca- 
ion in case of hostilities; or (3) the establishment of an alternate cr 
ecédittional Soviet command headquarters. 


bo Heavy East German propaganda calling for discussions between 
Eset and West Germany continues. A prominent theme of the propaganda is 
that bacauge of the failure of the U.S. in Korea the U.S. will shift the 
belk of its power to Europe "for new warlike ventures," and that it is 
therefore urgent that "the division of Germany be ended to avert the danger 
of war in Burope." This continuing propaganda, together with Soviet charges 
that the West is rearming Germany in preparation for war, may represent only 
au intensified propaganda effort to intimidate Wast Germany and play on 
western indecision on the question of rearming Germany, but 1% could also 
indicate a Soviet intertion for more drastic action. Of interest is the 


| rae 5 there is a definite parallel between 
Chinese Communist threats to move into North Korea and Soviet statements 
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‘erman propaganda does present a striking parallel with both North 
Korean and Chinese Communist propaganda prior to their attacks, and it 
is also apparent that these threats are not without effect in fostering 
neutralistic tendencies in Western Europe. 


Ge some 12,000 
Soviet troop “0 move back into their summer training area 


in Austria in mid-January, and that the original date intended for this 
move was 15 December. This would seem to indicate that winter exercises, 
which have not hitherto been stressed in Soviet training in Europs, are 
intended. The recent ‘movement of nearly 100 heavy empty flat cara from 
Austria to Hungary my indicate that some movement of equipment in the 
area ia intended. No unusual Soviet military activity has boen reported 
in Hungary. . 


d. Reports continue to indicate increasing military prepared~ 
ness measures in the European Satellites. A series of reports from 
Czechoslovakia has indicated a reinforcement of the western Czech border 
and the movement of army units, weapons and ammunition into the western 
frontier area. There are reports that Czech reserve technicians and 
Specialists are being called up for refresher training on a successive 
basis until February 1951 and that company grade officers of all branches 
are being summoned for three-year service, The situation is not entirely 
clear but it is clear that some reserve call-ups are under way, that the 
Czech defensive position is being strengthened and that U.S.S.R. is devot~ 
ing increasing attention to the Czech Army. There are also reports of 
inereased security measures in Czechoslovakia and of the expansion of air 
depot facilities at Trencin in Gantral Czechoslovakia. In Poland, there 
has been a steady build-up of materiel for the Polish Army over the past 
six weeks with the receipt of anti~tank guns, AA guns, tanks and armored 
tars from the U.S.S.ko Observations in Hungary indicate that Hungarian 
mechanized troops are disposed in the area northeast of Budapest and trat 
barracks construction continues in the area south of Budapest. There were 
additional call-ups to the Bulparian Army during the first week of 
Decembsr, reportedly including some reservists as well as more conscripts. 
The bulk of the 1930 class has been called up by this time and there are 
indications that the 1928 class will not be released before April 1951. 
The strength of the Bulgarian Army is now estimated at 145,000, compared 
with the previous estimate of 105,000. The reported release of the 1928 
class from the Yugoslav Army, however, would appear to indicate that the 
Yagoslave do not anticipate imminent military action in the Balkans. 
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f. Greek Commnist propaganda is becoming increasingly bel< 
ligerent. Communist penetration agents are reportedly being told that 
the time has come to rise openly against the American imperialists and 
to fight for the independence of Greece, and there have been renewed 
Carsek Commnist statements that the Americans have chosen the Balkans as 
the area for a new attack. ‘The step-up in this propaganda, like that in 
Germany, may be only a part of the increased war of nerves against Western 
Kurope or it may be in preparation for renewed Communist action. There is 


no firm evidence, however, that the Greek guerrillas are preparing for any 


imnediate intensified military activity. 


25X1 


ge A significant development in the eneral, Commmist propaganda 
line may be indicated 25X1 
On 3 December, the secretary General oO. e este Pro=Co Orit 


Conmmist Party is reported to hava stated that special enphasis must be 
made to the masaes that the U.S.S.H. favors peace but that the imerialists 
may attack at any time and will use the atom bomb. Bacause of this, the 
masses must be prepared for the possibility that the U.5.5 oR. (which hag, 
he said, enovgh atom bombs to pulverize the principal U.S. cities) may 
attack first, an action which would ba nacessary as a matter of life and 
death. He reportedly stressed that war may break out at any monent. This 
would be the first instance of Communist propaganda justification for 

dj rect Soviet offensive rather than defensive action, but there is as yet 
no indication that such propaganda is being disseminated by the Western 
European Commnist Parties. 


he From the forezoing, it ie concluded that: 


(1) Although thers are no definite indications of iImninent 
Soviet or Satellite military action in Europe, there are 
reports of Soviet military preparations In both Germany 
and Austria and continuing indications of the strengthen 
ing of the Satellite armed forces. 


(2) Intensified propaganda arpainst West German rearmament, 
insistent demands for German negotiations and other 
Commmist propaganda may represent only a Soviet effort 
to prevent the rearmament of West, Germany and foster 
Western defeatist and neutrality sentiments, but it may 
algo indicate Soviet intentions to secure her objectives 
in Europe by ferce if necessary. 
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